
 



 



È p 782-785 What were the 4 causes to World 
War I?

È P 784-85 What two alliances formed prior to 
World War I?

È P 785 What was the German war plan?

È P 786 What were the events that led to World 
War I?(8)

È p 787-89 What new weapons developed 
during the war?



 



 



È òLife is one hell, death is a mere trifle; we are all screws in a 
machine that wallows forward, nobody knows where to.ó
ðGerman soldier Ernst Toller, 1916, describing service at the 
front

È òAfter only ten minutes, the battle of the Somme was working 
away like a giant machine. Everything operated with a terrible 
rhythm. . . .Splinters clattered against our steel helmets but we 
took no notice. An attack absorbs all the senses. . . .ó 
ðUnteroffizier (Corporal) Feuge, 6th Company, 68th Infantry 
Regiment, 1916

È òWhose heart was not in his mouth at times during this 
appalling storm of steel? All were seized by a deep bitterness at 
the inhuman machine of destruction which hammered 
endlessly.ó
ðLandwehr Leutnant (Territorial Army Lieutenant) M. Gerster, 
119th Reserve Infantry Regiment, 30 June 1916

È



È òWhen I joined the army in the spring of 
1916, I carried presumptions that the war 
would be fought like the 1870 War between 
German and France. Man-to-man combat, for 
instance. But in the trenches friend and foe 
alike suffer from the effects of invisible 
machinery. It is not enough to conquer the 
enemy. He has to be totally destroyed.ó
ðReinhold Spengler, 1st Bavarian Infantry 
Regiment.



È The Germans attacked in massed formation, by big columns of 
five or six hundred men, preceded by two waves of 
sharpshooters.  We had only our rifles and our machine guns, 
because the 75's could not get to work. 

È Fortunately the flank batteries succeeded in catching the Boches
on the right.  It is absolutely impossible to convey what losses 
the Germans must suffer in these attacks.  Nothing can give the 
idea of it.  Whole ranks are mowed down, and those that follow 
them suffer the same fate.  Under the storm of machine gun, 
rifle and 75 fire, the German columns were plowed into furrows 
of death.  Imagine if you can what it would be like to rake water.  
Those gaps filled up again at once.  That is enough to show with 
what disdain life the German attacks are planned and carried 
out.

È

È account from a French Army officer, accounts from the battle of 
Verdun(1916), Reports from the front: The battle of Verdun, 1916



È When I dropped into the Hun trench I found it a great place, only three 
feet wide, and at least eight feet deep, and beautifully made of white 
sandbags, back and front.  At that spot there was no sign of any damage 
by our shells, but a number of dead Huns lay in the bottom.  There was 
a sniperõs post just where I fell in, a comfortable little square hold, 
fitted with seats and shelves, bottles of beer, tinned meats, and a fine 
helmet hanging on a hook.

È ...We all started work at a feverish pace, digging out the trench and 
building up some sort of shelter in front.  One chap, a very nice kid, 
was bowled over almost at once with a bullet in the groin, and lay in 
the trench, kicking and screaming while we worked...

È The attacking battalions had carried several more trenches and we 
were told that two at least had been held, but our own orders were to 
consolidate and hold on to the trench we were in at all costs...

È

È Henry S. Chapman, a British citizen from a well to do family who 
enlisted in 1914(1915) Mud and Khaki, Memoirs of an incomplete 
soldier.



È P 790 How had war changed?

È P 791-92 How did the role of the woman 
change?

È P 793 How was propaganda used?



UNCONQUERABLE

THE KAISER: "So, you 
see--you've lost 
everything."

THE KING OF THE 
BELGIANS: "Not my 
soul."


